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Message from the Guest Editors

Individual religiosity, faith-based organizations, and
community-level religious ecologies have been shown to
exhibit a robust relationship with public health. The
prevention and treatment of various diseases can be
hastened by accounting for religiosity and religious coping
behaviors. Extant research also reveals the complexity of
the religion–health relationship, such that faith can
sometimes facilitate wellness and other times undermine
it. Despite such mounting evidence, scholarship examining
religious influences on public health still lags behind that
focused on other social correlates. Data gaps are one
obstacle to advancing the field. In addition, some
researchers have a lack of familiarity with this core social
institution. Given religion’s persistent public presence
across the world.
This Special Issue aims to advance current scholarship on
religion and public health across various locales and faith
traditions while also charting methodologically novel
avenues of exploration. Papers examining religious
influences on public health are especially welcome, but
those exploring how health may affect religious
participation and spirituality are also solicited.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou
Department of Biology, College
of Science, Engineering and
Technology, Jackson State
University, 1400 Lynch Street, Box
18750, Jackson, MS 39217, USA

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration among
clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
advances in this  research field play a critical role in
providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward
control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. IJERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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Author Benefits

Open Access: free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid by authors or
their institutions.
High visibility: indexed by the Science Citation Index Expanded (Web of Science), Social
Sciences Citation Index (Web of Science), MEDLINE (PubMed), Scopus (Elsevier) and
other databases. Full-text available in PubMed Central.
Rapid publication: manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision provided to
authors approximately 19 days after submission; acceptance to publication is
undertaken in 4.5 days (median values for papers published in this journal in 2018).
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